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Eightieth Session
Agenda item XX
General Measures for Food Security Caused by Conflict

Sponsors: Burkina Faso, Mali

Burkina Faso-Mali Bilateral Declaration on Food Security Issues Caused by Conflict
Noting its satisfaction for the efforts of the World Food Programme (WFP) in conducting humanitarian assistance in humanitarian and food security crises,
Noting its satisfaction for the efforts of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in supporting agricultural development and access to food and agricultural resources,
Noting its satisfaction for the efforts of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in conducting humanitarian assistance to children and mothers, especially in the context of humanitarian crises, in which children and women are the most vulnerable parties,
Noting its satisfaction for the efforts of the United Nations Hugh Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in conducting humanitarian assistance to refugees, especially in the context of humanitarian crises,
Deploring the current situation in which there is an ongoing humanitarian and food security crisis occurring in the Sahel Region encompassing Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger caused by the acts of terrorism of Jama’a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM) and Islamic State – Sahel Province (ISSP), and emphasizing the necessity for more financial and humanitarian aid for the WFP to effectively conduct aid and support those suffering in this crisis,
Deploring the current situation in which the terrorist organizations JNIM and ISSP have both obstructed humanitarian aid by international organizations such as the WFP and non-governmental organizations, targeted food supply routes for civilians, and have destructed crops and livestock, withholding necessary objects for human life, and thus have violated international humanitarian law and have possibly committed a war crime,
Emphasizing the importance of cross-border food security cooperation among the Sahel states of Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger,
Regretting the current situation in which many IDPs struggle to access food and clean drinking water, as well as proper nutrition, especially children and pregnant women, which are particularly vulnerable in the context of humanitarian crises,
Concerned that farmers are vulnerable to effects such as crop damage and destruction of farming infrastructure and resources, as well as the effects of climate crises compounding the overall damage, and thus causing a decrease in the supply of food,
Believing that regional multilateral cooperation through frameworks designed to benefit members equally are an effective way of improving cooperation during times of humanitarian and food safety crises and also act as a way to create a more resilient regional food security network,
Believing in the necessity of promoting gender equality in the context of food security due to the inequal access that women have to food and farming resources exacerbating the issue of food security caused by conflict for access to food for women,
Noting with concern that the gender gap persists with respect to many assets, inputs and services, as well as capacity-building, and stressing the need to invest in and strengthen efforts to support the empowerment of all women and girls, in particular rural women, to address their own food and nutritional needs and those of their families, to promote adequate standards of living for them, as well as decent work and decent pay, and to guarantee their personal health, well-being and security,

1. Urges JNIM and ISSP to comply with international humanitarian law, specifically prohibiting the following actions that constitute as a violation of both international humanitarian law and a possible war crime:
(a) Destruction of crops and livestock,
(b) Targeting of food supply routes,
(c) Obstruction of humanitarian assistance;
2. Urges able Member States to cooperate with the WFP to provide financial and humanitarian aid for humanitarian and food security crises caused by or related to conflict;
3. Urges Member States which are parties to any form of armed conflict to cooperate with relevant United Nations organizations and neutral third-party nations to secure safe humanitarian corridors for the passage of aid for civilians in conflict areas and during humanitarian and food security crises caused by or related to conflict;
4. Calls upon the WFP, in collaboration with the UNHCR, to conduct, strengthen, and support school feeding programs in Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) settlements and host communities;
5. Calls upon the UNICEF, in collaboration with the UNHCR, to conduct, strengthen, and support the UNICEF Maternal Nutrition Acceleration Plan in IDP settlements and host communities;
6. Calls upon able Member States to cooperate with the FAO to provide increased international financial assistance for farmers in conflict-affected and post-conflict areas, for the following measures aimed at food security and climate resilience:
(a) Strengthening of agricultural infrastructure,
(b) Promoting the usage of drought-and-climate -resilient seeds;
7. Calls upon Member States to strengthen regional cooperation for improved food security in contexts of conflict in emergencies, such as strengthening current frameworks aimed at cooperation for regional agricultural development, as a countermeasure to various food security issues;
8. Calls upon Member States to promote gender equality in the context of food security by promoting and pushing for the equal access to resources, employment, advisory and other services, and markets;

image1.png




